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The International Collaborative 

for Public Health Emergency Preparedness

Q.What is it?

A.  It is a multi -disciplinary collaboration 
of public health and law ïacademicians 
and practitioners ïbuilding transatlantic 

relationships for enhancing global 
public health preparedness



Q.  What does it do?

A. It addresses preparedness strategies
internationally on the following topics:

-- emerging infectious diseases, 
-- natural or man -made disasters,
-- bioterrorism threats or events ,  and

-- radiological, chemical or nuclear 
incidents 



Q.  And why does it do it?

It is an outcome of the SARS epidemic and the 
internationalization of public health law

-- the revision of the International Health
Regulations (IHR 2005), 

-- the present threat of an avian influenza 
epidemic,

-- the need to coordinate pandemic plans 
internationally



Q.  And how do you do that?

A. The ICPHEP prepares students and faculty 
in schools of public health and in law 

schools ðand public health practitioners 
within health ministries and public health 

agencies -- in the essentials of public
health preparedness strategies ðwhich 

include
Åsurveillance 
Ådetection 
Å response and 

Å recovery measures 
ÅAND 

Å the legal foundation for all of these actions



Q.  And in what countries do you do that?

A. The ICPHEP is currently a collaboration 
between and among entities in the State 
of Illinois in the USA and entities in the 
Czech Republic.  It is anticipated that 

additional countries will be added to the 
ICPHEP this year.



Q.  And who pays for this Collaboration?

A. The ICPHEP is funded from three sources:  

1) The Kristyna M. Driehaus Foundation 
www.thekmdfoundation.org

2) The Prague Committee of the Chicago Sister 
Cities International Program (CSCIP)

www.chicagosistercities.com
and 

3)  It receives support from the Mid -America 
Regional Public Health Leadership Institute at the 
University of Illinois, School of Public Health

http://www.thekmdfoundation.org/
http://www.chicagosistercities.com/explore.php?pagename=Prague


Q.Where is the ICPHEP Office
and 

Who staffs it?

A. There are two offices:  

Judith W. Munson, JD, 
is the Executive Director in 

Chicago, Illinois USA
judith.munson@icphep.org

Ondrej Dostal, PhD, LLM
is the Prague Coordinator in Prague, 

Czech Republic
ondrej.dostal@icphep.org

mailto:judith.munson@icphep.org
mailto:ondrej.dostal@icphep.org


The Prague Coordinator
In Prague, Czech Republic 

Ondrej Dostal, PhD, LLM

Lecturer, Institute for 
Post -Graduate Medical 
Education and Charles 
University 3rd Faculty 

of Medicine
Director, Charles 

University Center for 
Medical Law

Executive Director
In Chicago, Illinois USA

Adjunct Professor
John Marshall Law School

Chicago, Illinois 
and 

Visiting Lecturer
Masaryk University Faculty 

of Law
Brno, Czech Republic

Judith W. Munson, JD



Q.  What has the ICPHEP done so far?

A. We have many initiatives but we will review
only 4 of them today:

1) The International Public Health Law Practitioner 
Initiative

-- The selection of the 1 st International Fellow to attend 
The Mid -America Regional Public Health Leadership Institute

At the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
School of Public Health (UIC/SPH)



Radoslav Olejnik, MD, JD

Senior Officer for Pandemic 

Planning

Ministry of Health of the Czech 

Republic

A year-long 
Leadership training
Experience, Dr. 
Olejnik attended 
the Kick-Off 
Conference at a 
Resort near 
Chicago in October 
2007
One objective of his
Experience is to ex-
Plore the potential
For initiating a 
leadership institute
In the Czech 
Republic.



Q.What has the ICPHEP done so far (contôd)?

2)  The International Public Health Law Scholar Initiative

-- The selection of the 1st International Public Health Law 
Scholar to attend the UIC/SPH and the John Marshall Law 
School -- and will participate in an internship at the Chicago 
Department of Public Health -- in the Fall Semester of 2008.


